HITLER   AND   I

'He was a perfect editor; no-one will ever be able
to edit the Volkischer Beobachter like him/ he said to
Drechsler, the founder of the Party, who was with him
in prison though he was not implicated in the plot.

A new dawn seemed to be breaking for the defeated
revolutionary. The trial would give him marvellous
publicity.

Rider's semi-accomplices, Kahr, Seisser and
Lossow, were still in power, and it was greatly to their
interest not to attract too much attention to that
unlucky evening at the Biirgerbrau.

The accused bore names which compelled the
attention of Germany and the whole world. It was
indeed an honour to share a dock with Ludendorff,
Poehner, Roehm, Weber and Kriebel,

Moreover Hitler had a very useful card up his
sleeve. The Bavarian Minister of Justice, Dr. Giirtner,
was his friend. A few months on remand in prison
had entirely changed the heart of the ex-painter of
Braunau. He took his stand before the court not as a
revolutionary but as a public benefactor. He was now
entirely loyal to the authority of the state. Never again
would he bid for power by force; he would woo it as a
demagogue, and gain it at the price of a thousand
concessions.

Thus the Munich Trial began. The judges carefully
avoided asking awkward questions, and the accused
answered according to their character, their interests
and their honour.

Adolf's main object was to demonstrate the utter
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